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Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the mailing date of any of a 
final rejection, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R § 
1.17(i)(l) and a certification as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d). 
This document is to be considered as a petition requesting consideration of the 
information disclosure statement. 

The following references listed below, and on attached form 1449A/PTO, were 
cited regarding the patent application, Serial Number 09/312,922 filed 17 May 1999: 



US 5,897,498 Canfield, II et al. April 1999 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. 
Furthermore, pursuant to 37 C.F.R § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in this 
statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, as defined in 1 .56(b). The 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission 
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that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for this 
invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the 
listed references. 



